September 23, 2015

Mr. Henry Leskinen
Eco-Science Professionals, Inc.
P.O. Box 5006

Glen Arm, MD 21057

RE: Drenning Property at 39 Stocksdale Avenue
Forest Conservation Variance
Tracking # 02-15-2059

Dear Mr. Leskinen:

A request for a variance from the Baltimore Coutbde Article 33, Title 6 Forest
Conservation was received by this Department ofifenmental Protection and
Sustainability (EPS) on September 1, 2015. Thisiest would allow the removal of one
of two specimen trees to subdivide a 1.4-acre eesially developed property into three
lots. The specimen tree to be removed is a 56H, nonnative Norway maple in
poor condition located in the middle of the sitdawn.

The Director of EPS may grant a special variandbéd-orest Conservation Law in
accordance with criteria outlined in Section 331&{)(1) of the Code. There are six (6)
criteria listed in Subsection 33-6-116(d) and (&) shall be used to evaluate the variance
request. One (1) of the criteria under Subse@®»6-116(d) must be met, and all three
(3) of the criteria under Subsection 33-6-116(eytnie met, in order to approve the
variance.

The first criterion (Subsection 33-6-116(d)(1) leétCode) requires the petitioner
show the land in question cannot yield a reasonablen if the requirement from which
the special variance is requested is imposed alhdegrive the petitioner of beneficial
use of his property. The applicant is seekingtterelop a small 1.4-acre parcel. Full
application of the law would result in unwarranteddship to the applicant, given that
the specimen tree to be removed is in the middteesite. Consequently, we find that
this criterion has been met.

The second criterion (Subsection 33-6-116 (d)(2ZhefCode) requires that the
petitioner show that their plight is due to uniguieumstances and not the general
conditions of the neighborhood. The variance rejagses from the unique
circumstance of the specimen tree being in the imidfithe site. Therefore, the plight is
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associated with the subject property rather thareige conditions in the neighborhood.
Consequently, we find the second criterion has lpeen

The third criterion (Subsection 33-6-116(d)(3) kv Code) requires that the
petitioner show that the special variance requesikahot alter the essential character of
the neighborhood. The proposed residential devednp is consistent with the
neighborhood, which consists primarily of singlenfy detached dwellings. Therefore,
we find that the scope of the development projelttnet alter the essential character of
the neighborhood and that this criterion has beehh m

The fourth criterion (Subsection 33-6-116(e)(1)led Code) requires that the
granting of the special variance will not adversafgct water quality. We have
determined that there are no wetlands, streamseagine floodplains on the subject
property. Therefore, we find that granting of tipedal variance will not adversely affect
water quality, and that this criterion has been.met

The fifth criterion (Subsection 33-6-116(e)(2) b&tCode) requires that the special
variance request does not arise from a conditiariroumstance that is the result of
actions taken by the petitioner. The petitiones taken no actions on the property
necessitating this variance prior to its requdsterefore, this criterion has been met.

The sixth criterion (Subsection 33-6-116(e)(3)re Code) requires that the Director
of EPS find that the special variance, as gramtedl]d be consistent with the spirit and
intent of Article 33 of the Baltimore County CodAllowing the removal of one
nonnative specimen tree in poor condition to dgv@aninor subdivision would be
consistent with the spirit and intent of the Fo@shservation Law. Therefore, this
criterion has been met.

Based on our review, this Department finds thavBthe required criteria have been
met. Therefore, the requested variance is herppsoged in accordance with Section
33-6-116 of the Baltimore County Code with no natign, since the tree to be removed
is a nonnative species and the project’s 0.2-afogastation requirement will be met by
purchasing credit at an EPS-approved forest reteank.

It is the intent of this Department to approve thasiance based on the development
proposal presented. Any changes to site layoutm@gyire submittal of revised plans
and a new variance request.
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If there are any questions regarding this corredpnoe, please contact Mr. Glenn
Shaffer at (410) 887-3980.

Sincerely,

Vincent J. Gardina
Director

VJG/ges

C. Ms. Marian Honeczy, Maryland Dept. of NaturasBerces
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